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Yashwant SINHA was born at Patna, the capital city of Bihar, India on 6
th

 

November, 1937. He received his school and university education at 

Patna. He obtained his Masters Degree in Political Science in 1958 from 

Patna University. Mr. Sinha joined the elite Indian Administrative Service 

in 1960 through a tough competitive examination and spent over 24 years 

holding important posts during his service tenure, a substantial part of 

which was spent in Finance & Commerce Departments. Mr. Sinha left the 

Indian Administrative Service (IAS) in 1984 and joined active politics. He 

was elected to the Upper House (Rajya Sabha) of Indian Parliament in 

1988. Subsequently, he became the Finance Minister of India and held the 

post from November, 1990 to June, 1991. Mr. Sinha was elected to the Lower House (Lok 

Sabha) of Indian Parliament in 1998 and again became Finance Minister of India in March 1998. 

He continued in that position until July 1, 2002. He was Finance Minister during a tumultuous 

period in the world economy as well as in the Indian economy. Mr. Sinha is a widely traveled 

person. He was the first India to be elected Chairman of Development Committee of the World 

Bank and the IMF in August, 2000 and facilitated inter-governmental consensus building on 

developmental issues. He was elected Chairman of the G-20, a group of systemically important 

countries from the point of view of the world economy. He was the first Finance Minister from 

the non G-8 countries to chair this Committee. Mr. Sinha was External Affairs Minister of India 

for two years from July 1, 2002 to May, 2004. Mr. Sinha was re-elected to the Lower House 

(Lok Sabha) of Indian Parliament in May 2009 and continued till May 2014. He was Chairman 

of the Indian Parliament’s Standing Committee on External Affairs. He was also Chairman of 

the Parliament’s Standing Committee on Finance. 
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Isher Judge AHLUWALIA is currently Chairperson of the Indian 

Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER). She 

is a renowned Indian economist, with wide experience in the fields 

of economic growth, productivity, industrial and trade policy reforms, and 

urban planning and development. At ICRIER, Dr. Ahluwalia is leading a 

major research and capacity building programme on the challenges of 

urbanisation in India. She was awarded Padma Bhushan by the President 

of India in the year 2009 for her services in the field of education and 

literature. 
 

Dr. Ahluwalia was Chairperson of the High Powered Expert Committee on Urban Infrastructure 

and Services during 2008-11, which submitted its Report to the Government of India in March 

2011. She is a member of the recently constituted Urban Institute of India which has been set up 

with Government of India and private sector as partners. She was a Member on the National 

Manufacturing Competitiveness Council and is on the Boards of a number of premier research 

institutes in India. Dr. Ahluwalia was Vice Chairperson of the Punjab State Planning Board from 

2005 to 2007. 
 

Dr. Ahluwalia is on the Board of Governors of IWMI (International Water Management 

Institute), and was Chairperson, Board of Trustees of IFPRI (International Food Policy Research 

Institute), Washington D.C., from 2003 to 2006. She was a member of the Eminent Persons 

Group (EPG) on India-ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations), an association 

established by the respective governments during the period 2011-12. She was also a member of 

the EPG of the Asian Development Bank from 2006 to 2007, which submitted its report titled 

“Towards a New Asian Development Bank in a New Asia” to the President, ADB in 2007. 

 

Dr. Ahluwalia has authored a number of books, the latest being “Transforming Our Cities: 

Postcards of Change” (HarperCollins, 2014), and a co-edited volume titled “Urbanisation in 

India: Challenges, Opportunities and the Way Forward” (Sage India, 2014), which proposes 

critical reforms and policy interventions. She is also the co-editor together with Prof. IMD Little 

of “India’s Economic Reforms and Development: Essays for Manmohan Singh” (OUP, 2013). 
 

 

 

Chander AGARWAL is currently the Joint Managing Director (JMD) of TCI 

group playing an important role in the decision making process of the 

organization and has been instrumental towards the growth of TCI XPS, TCI 

GLOBAL, and TCI Seaways. 
 

He has worked his way through all levels in TCI where he joined as a 

management trainee. His knowledge of the international working environment, 

global logistics expertise, coupled with his perseverance and innovative approach 

has enabled him to set higher standards for TCI.   
 

Mr. Agarwal is also credited for establishing TCI’s presence in emerging economies like Brazil and 

Africa, and setting benchmarks for TCI and the industry. He has been involved with the Council of 

Supply Chain Management Professionals since 2004. His hands on experience with Transfreight USA, a 

3PL specializing in lean logistics primarily for Toyota Motor Vehicles USA, has equipped him with in-

depth understanding and knowledge of the supply chain management business. 
 

Mr. Agarwal is a graduate in Business Administration from Bryant College, Rhode Island, USA.  
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Vaqar AHMED is Deputy Executive Director of the Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI) at Islamabad. He is a former 

Advisor of the UNDP and has undertaken several assignments with Asian 

Development Bank, World Bank, UN-ESCAP, World Intellectual 

Property Organization and Ministries of Finance, Planning and 

Commerce in Pakistan. He was the head of the macroeconomics section 

of the Planning Commission of Pakistan which is responsible for the 

formulation of the annual, medium and perspective development 

programs during 2009-11. He was a technical associate and member of 

the economic task forces constituted by the Government of Pakistan including: Panel of 

Economists (2008), Task force on Private Sector Development (2009), Working Group on 

Macroeconomic Framework for the Tenth Five Year Plan 2010-15, and Working Group on 

Social Sector Development for Pakistan Vision 2025. 

 

Dr. Ahmed has published extensively in areas such as macroeconomic modeling, inclusive and 

sustainable growth reforms, trade and taxation policies, regional trade agreements, trade in 

services, energy governance, and border-related trade infrastructure. He is a visiting faculty 

member at the National University of Ireland, IMT Institute of Advanced Studies in Italy and 

Irish Rural Economy Research Centre.  

 

He is leading SDPI’s track-II programme on trade and investment diplomacy at the regional 

level. He was appointed Lead Organizer for the 5th South Asia Economic Summit in 2012 and 

contributed to the policy recommendations framed for South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat. His recent research on regional issues includes: evaluation of 

Pakistan – Sri Lanka free trade agreement, non-tariff barriers in India-Pakistan trade, informal 

trade between India and Pakistan, trade in services across South Asia and Pakistan’s prospects of 

cross-border foreign investment in Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

Manzoor AHMAD is the Managing Director of World Trade Advisors 

and a Senior Fellow at the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 

Development (ICTSD) in Geneva. He is also a panelist on trade disputes 

at the World Trade Organizations (WTO). 

  

Dr Ahmad has over three decades of experience at the national and 

international level in trade policy, trade negotiations and management. 

From 1986 to 1996, he served as Deputy Director, World Customs 

Organization (WCO) at Brussels. In 2000, he was appointed the Head of Customs 

Administration in Pakistan. Further, from 2002 to 2008, he served as Pakistan’s Ambassador 

and Permanent Representative to the WTO. During this period, he chaired the WTO Council on 

Trade-related Intellectual Property Rights for over four years while also serving as the 

Chair/panelist on several WTO disputes. Additionally, from 2008 to 2010, he served as the 

Director of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Geneva. 

  

Dr Ahmad has also served as the Regional Trade Advisor for the USAID Trade Project in 

Pakistan from May 2013 to August 2014. Dr Ahmad is the author of several papers on 

international trade, food security and customs reforms. 
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Syed Yawar ALI is Chairman of Nestlé Pakistan Limited, Wazir Ali 

Industries Limited and Chairman, Ganga Ram Hospital and Fatima Jinnah 

Medical College as well as the Director of Pakistan International Airlines. 

He has also been on the Board of Directors of State Bank of Pakistan and 

Chairman of Agricultural Development Bank of Pakistan and Lahore 

Electric Supply Company.  

He is also serving as the Chairman of Pakistan-India Joint Business Forum 

(PIJBF), a committee to promote trade with India, and Chairman of the 

Punjab Livestock and Dairy Development Board, Director of Punjab 

Power Development Board, Member of United Nations Committee on Contributions and 

member of World Bank’s Regional Trade Body. 

Mr. Ali was educated at Aitchison College Lahore and got his Bachelor’s degree in Chemical 

Engineering and Masters degree in Management Science from Stevens Institute of Technology 

in New Jersey (USA). He also completed the Advance Management Program from Harvard 

Business School in 1992.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deepak AMITABH is the Chief Managing Director of Power Trading 

Corporation (PTC) India, where he has been working since 2003. He has 

more than thirty years of work experience in audit, finance and resource 

mobilization. In his decade of service to PTC, he worked on several areas 

including finance & resource mobilization, coal trading initiatives, debt 

and equity investments in energy assets, managing long term and short 

term power sale and purchase portfolio, investor relations etc. Before 

joining PTC, he held various position in IRS including acted as Financial 

Advisor to Director General Naval Projects, Mumbai, Additional 

Commissioner of Income Tax, New Delhi and Joint Commissioner of Income Tax Mumbai. As 

head of finance in the Company, he was closely associated with fund raising programme (Initial 

Public offer) of PTC in the year 2004. He played a key role in formation of PTC India Financial 

Services Ltd. (PFS). He has also been instrumental in setting up the fuel intermediation services 

offered by PTC to various IPPs.       

 

He is an alumnus of St. Stephen's college, Delhi. 
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Muhammad ANWAR is the owner and CEO of Custom Syndicate, an 

International Logistics Solutions Provider company in Pakistan. He has over 

thirty two years of extensive business experience in trade, logistics, supply 

chain management, transportation systems and education development. 

 

His business has been developed as a customs clearing and forwarding agent 

to Trans-national Logistics Company in Pakistan and has pioneered the 

international trucking to Central Asian Republics via Iran, Afghanistan and 

China. He also pioneered the International Passenger Bus service between 

Pakistan and Iran. He organized the first trans-national container train between Islamabad-

Tehran-Istanbul routes that is called the ECO International Container Train. 

 

He has been chairman and co-chairman of various standing committees in Lahore Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry on Transport, Beverages and Mineral Water, WTO, Cottage Industry 

and National Logistics and Transport Facilitation in LCCI. He is also a member of the Advisory 

Council of UNESCO-PACADE “Pakistan Association for Continuing and Adult Education”, 

member of Experts Board of Studies University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore-

Pakistan, Vice President of Meraj Research and Sustainable Development Foundation Pakistan, 

member of the commission on Customs and Trade Facilitation International Chamber of 

Commerce.  

 

He writes and speaks frequently on transportation and trade facilitation issues at national and 

international forums. He is also a member of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manoj Krishna AKHOURI is Executive Director, Traffic 

Transportation, Railway Board and Director CRWC, India. He is an 

IRTS officer and joined the Indian Railways in Indian Railway Traffic 

Service (1987 Batch). He has wide experience in Railway operations, 

planning traffic related works, remodeling mega terminal to enhance 

handling capacity, development of multi modal logistic parks, etc and 

has held significant posts over Zonal Railways and in Ministry of 

Railways (Railway Board) in the Operating, Safety and Planning 

Departments. He has also worked as General Manager (Operations) in 

Dedicated Freight Corridor and Group General Manager (International Marketing) in Container 

Corporation of India. 

 

Mr. Akhouri completed his M.Sc. (Tech) in Applied Geology from Indian School of Mines, 

Dhanbad, in 1985. 
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Majyd AZIZ is Director, Zarai Taraqiati Bank Ltd (a Government Bank for 

Agriculture Development). He is a former President of Karachi Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (the largest Chamber in Pakistan) as well as former 

Chairman of SITE Association of Industry (the largest industrial town 

association in Pakistan). He has also been the Chairman of SME Bank (a 

Government Bank). He has been on the boards of many educational 

institutions, organizations, and committees. He has also represented 

Pakistan at various international forums. 

  

Mr. Aziz is the founder Chairman of Pakistan-Indonesia Business Forum and Pakistan-Sri Lanka 

Business Forum and was the Founding Secretary General and Former Vice Chairman of 

Pakistan-Japan Business Forum. He is an honorary Citizen of Houston Texas and Austin Texas. 

He is one of the founding members of Workers Employers Bilateral Council of Pakistan, Skill 

Development Council, Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Youth Development Program among several 

others. He is also the founder Governor of National Center for Dispute Resolution. He is a 

prolific writer and is a regular on international and local electronic media. 

  

He did his Bachelors and Masters from Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana, USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abdul BASIT is Pakistan’s High Commissioner to India. He joined 

the Foreign Service of Pakistan in 1982. He has held various 

diplomatic assignments at Pakistan’s Missions abroad: in Moscow 

(1985-1988), New York (1991-1994), Sana (1994-1997), Geneva 

(2001-2003), London (September 2003 - August 2008). He has also 

served at Headquarters as Section Officer (1983-1988 & 1991), 

Director (1997-2001), Director General (2008-2009), Spokesman 

(2009-2012), and Additional Secretary (Europe) 2010-2012. Before 

coming to New Delhi, he was Pakistan’s Ambassador to Germany 

from May 2012-March 2014. 

 

Mr. Basit holds a Master’s Degree in International Relations.  
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Surjit S. BHALLA is Chairman of Oxus Investments. He has taught at 

Delhi School of Economics and has worked at the Rand Corporation, the 

Brookings Institution, and at both the research and treasury departments of 

the World Bank. He has also worked at Goldman Sachs (1992-94) and 

Deutsche Bank (1994-96).  

 

Dr. Bhalla’s research interests are fiscal policy, economic history and 

macroeconomic policy. He has been a member of several Government of 

India committees on economic policy and is on the Board of NCAER as 

well as an appointed member of the National Statistical Commission of 

India.  

 

He is the author of Devaluing to Prosperity: Misaligned Currencies and Their Growth 

Consequences (PIIE 2012; OUP 2012) Imagine There’s No Country: Poverty, Inequality, and 

Growth in the Era of Globalization (IIE 2002), among others works. He is also a regular 

contributor to newspapers and magazines, writing on economics, politics as well as cricket. His 

first book, Between the Wickets: The Who and Why of the Best in Cricket (Living Media 1987), 

developed a model for evaluating performance in sports.  

 

He obtained his B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from Purdue University in 1969, his 

M.P.A. in 1972 from the Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University, and a Ph.D. in 

Economics from Princeton in 1977. 
 
 
 

 

Shujaat BUKHARI is a senior journalist based in Srinagar and is 

currently Editor in Chief of Rising Kashmir, a prominent English daily 

published from Srinagar and Jammu. He has written extensively on the 

politics of Jammu and Kashmir besides also specializing in defence 

matters, gender issues, and culture and environment issues. Till 

December 2011, Dr. Bukhari was the Bureau Chief of the national daily 

The Hindu.  He is the recipient of several international fellowships and 

awards which include the World Press Institute fellowship and the Asian 

Centre for Journalism Singapore fellowship. He is a permanent fellow at 

both the institutions. He was a fellow at the East West Centre at Hawaii 

USA as well. 

 

Dr. Bukhari is actively involved in cultural and social renaissance in Kashmir and has served as 

the General Secretary of Kashmir's biggest and oldest cultural organisation Adbee Markaz 

Kamraz. He has the distinction of launching the first ever Kashmiri daily Sangarmal. He is also 

visiting faculty of Journalism in two universities and a regular participant in conferences and 

seminars on Kashmir and Journalism. Besides this, he serves as the Convener of the Kashmir 

Initiative Group (KIG), an intra-Kashmir peace-building platform. He is also a member of South 

Asia Media Commission (SAMC), a renowned media watchdog for SAARC countries.  

 

He did his Masters in Journalism from Ateneo de Manila University Manila as a fellow of Asian 

Centre for Journalism Singapore and holds a doctorate in journalism. 
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Vikram CHANDRA has been associated with NDTV since 1994 and is 

one of India's leading news personality, who has also been running the 

company for some years now. 

  

As Chief Executive Officer, NDTV Group, Mr. Chandra has the overall 

authority and responsibility for all aspects of the company. He became a 

member of the NDTV Board on November 1, 2011. He is the Executive 

Chairperson of NDTV Convergence, the group's online venture, which he 

helped set up in 1999, and which he subsequently took to a position of 

strength as its CEO.  

 

As one of India's best known anchorpersons he presents 'The Big Fight', which has long been 

one of India's top rated news and current affairs programmes. He also anchors 'Gadget Guru', 

which is the country's leading show on technology and gadgets, together with big events like 

elections or the budget.  

 

He is also the face of NDTV's social programming for public interest. He has anchored all 

editions of the NDTV Greenathon, and the Save our Tigers campaign.  In addition, he is 

associated with the Support my School, Our Girls our Pride, and Banega Swacch India 

campaigns.  

 

Earlier, as a special correspondent, he has extensively covered the Siachen & Kargil wars, and 

the conflict in Kashmir. He has been named "Global Leader for Tomorrow" and a 'Young Global 

Leader' by the World Economic Forum in Davos; has won the Indian Television Academy 

Award for "Best Anchor for a Talk Show", the Hero Honda Award for Best Anchorperson and 

the Teacher's Achievement Award for Communication. 

 

Mr. Chandra was educated at St Stephen's College and the University of Oxford; and then 

picked up essentials of broadcasting at Stanford University. 

 

 

 

 

Bipul CHATERJEE is Deputy Executive Director, CUTS International 

and Head, CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics & 

Environment (CUTS CITEE). His expertise is in project development & 

fund raising, project management, development research, civil society 

mobilization & capacity building, strategic review & planning. He is 

currently working on projects related to mainstreaming international 

trade into national development strategy, grassroots reach out & 

networking in India on trade & economics and linkages between trade, 

development and poverty reduction. Mr. Chaterjee has conducted 

research in the areas of political economy of trade & development; trade in agriculture and; 

institutions & pro poor growth. 

 

He has an undergraduate degree in Economics from Calcutta University and a Masters degree 

from Delhi School of Economics. 
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 Sachin CHATURVEDI is Director General, Research and Information System 

for Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based autonomous think-tank. He 

works on issues related to development cooperation policies and South-South 

cooperation. He has also worked on trade and innovation linkages with special 

focus on WTO. 

  

Dr. Chaturvedi has been a Global Justice Fellow at the MacMillan Center for 

International Affairs at Yale University; Visiting Professor at the Jawaharlal Nehru 

University; and consultant to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, World 

Bank, UN-ESCAP, UNESCO, OECD, the Commonwealth Secretariat, IUCN, and to the Government of 

India’s Department of Biotechnology and the Ministry of Environment and Forests, among other 

organizations. He has been a Developing Country Fellow at the University of Amsterdam (1996), 

Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla (2003), and Visiting Scholar at the German 

Development Institute (2007). His experience includes working at the University of Amsterdam on a 

project on International Development Cooperation and Biotechnology for Developing Countries 

supported by the Dutch Ministry of External Affairs. Dr. Chaturvedi has also been a member of the 

IGSAC Committee of Experts for evolving a framework for cooperation on conservation of biodiversity 

in the SAARC region, as well as a member of the Editorial Board of Biotechnology Development 

Monitor (the Netherlands); Editor of South Asia Economic Journal and Asian Biotechnology 

Development Review (New Delhi).  

 

He has authored two books and edited four books apart from publishing several research articles in 

various prestigious journals. 
 
 
 

Ram Upendra DAS is a Professor at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. He is also an Honorary Fellow at the 

Academy of World Watch, Shanghai, China; Honorary Professor, New Delhi 

Institute of Management and Member, Academic Advisory Council, Birla Institute 

of Management and Technology. His broad areas of specialization include 

International Economics and Development Policy. 

With over 25 years of research experience, Dr. Das has contributed to various 

studies, including inter-governmental Joint Study Groups (JSGs), and international 

negotiating processes on behalf of the Government of India in the context of 

India’s economic engagements with other countries. He has also represented India in the Track II Study 

Group of the CEPEA under the East Asia Summit process. He contributed to the drafting of the SAFTA 

Treaty and SAARC Agreement on trade in Services (SATIS) for the SAARC Secretariat. Additionally, 

he has also contributed to resolving complex issues during the India-ASEAN trade negotiations.  

 

He was invited as a state guest by the US Department of State under the IVLP; and the Government of 

Indonesia under the Presidential Friends of Indonesia Programme; and received a Certificate of 

Appreciation from the Government of Maldives. He has conducted and supervised a number of studies 

for various institutions including the ADB, Commonwealth Secretariat, ILO, EXIM Bank of India, 

SAARC Secretariat, UNDP, UNESCAP and the World Bank. He has numerous publications to his credit 

on issues relating to international economics and development, including entries in peer-reviewed 

journals and books. The most recent books include Perspectives on Rules of Origin, Palgrave-Macmillan: 

UK (2011) and Regional Trade and Economic Integration, World Scientific: Singapore and New Jersey 

(2012).  

 

Dr. Das obtained his Ph.D. and M.Phil degrees in Economics from the Centre for Economic Studies and 

Planning, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
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Neelam DEO is Director, Gateway House, Mumbai. A distinguished 

diplomat, Neelam has been the Indian Ambassador to Denmark and Ivory 

Coast with concurrent accreditation to several West African countries. 

She has also served in Indian embassies in Bangkok—at a time when the 

ASEAN was evolving and the Cambodia question was being discussed in 

Paris, in Rome while the Red Brigade was still active and the European 

Union was nascent, and in Washington D.C. It was here that she took on 

her most challenging mission and liaised with the U.S. Congress on 

strategic issues, and took the opportunity to speak on India’s position in 

her interactions with various think tanks and universities. Her last assignment was as Consul 

General in New York from 2005 to 2008. During the course of her assignments in the Ministry 

of External Affairs, she was Joint Secretary for Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and the 

Maldives. At different times over the course of her career, Ms. Deo has been on the desk for 

Bhutan, South East Asia and the Pacific—during an era of growing anti-Indian sentiment in Fiji. 

She has also worked on the Middle East and North Africa desk—most significantly during the 

1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war—and retains an active interest in the region. 

  

Ms. Deo writes for several mainstream publications, and is an occasional commentator for 

mainstream television news channels apart from her articles and commentaries written 

exclusively for Gateway House. She has a Master’s degree from the Delhi School of Economics 

and is currently on the board of Breakthrough (a human rights organisation), Oxfam India and 

Mahindra CIE Automotive Limited. 

 

 

Muchkund DUBEY is currently the President of the Council for Social 

Development, New Delhi. He started his career as a lecturer in economics 

and later joined the Indian Foreign Service. He served as the High 

Commissioner of India to Bangladesh and the Permanent Representative 

of India to U.N. Organizations in Geneva. He also worked as an 

international civil servant in the U.N. and UNDP for five years. He retired 

from the Foreign Service after serving as the Foreign Secretary to the 

Government of India. He then joined the Jawaharlal Nehru University as 

Professor, where he taught for close to eight years. 

 

He was the Indian Member on the Executive Board of UNESCO, Chairman of the Common 

School System Commission, Bihar, and the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission of 

Sikkim.  

 

Professor Dubey has written a large number of  papers, chapters of books and articles on 

international security and disarmament matters, international development cooperation, world  

order issues, and social and economic development in India. He has edited three books, 

including Indian Society Today: Challenges of Equality, Integration and Empowerment; co-

edited six  books; and is the author of two books “Unequal Treaty: World Trading Order after 

GATT” (1966)  and “India’s Foreign Policy : Coping with the Changing World” (2013) 

 

He has a Master’s degree in economics from Patna University and has studied economics in 

Oxford and New York universities. He also has a D.Litt degree (Honoris Causa) from the 

University of Calcutta. 
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A. M. GONDANE, is Joint Secretary (SAARC & BC) Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India. He joined the Indian Foreign 

Service in 1985 and has worked in Indian Embassies in Damascus, 

Baghdad, Vienna and Ankara in various positions. In New Delhi, he was 

Director of West Asia and SAARC Divisions. He also was responsible 

for training foreign diplomats at the Foreign Service Institute. He was 

Joint Secretary (Coordinator) for the 14
th

 SAARC Summit held in April 

2007. He also worked as Officer on Special Duty to the Deputy Speaker 

of Indian Parliament.  

 

Dr. Gondane has been a Visiting Fellow at the Henry L Stimson Centre, Washington, DC in 

2006. He has edited two books and written several articles on social development issues. His 

book The Arrival was published in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

Suhasini HAIDAR is Strategic & Diplomatic Affairs Editor of The Hindu. 

Earlier, she was a senior editor and prime time anchor for India's leading 

24-hour English news channel CNN-IBN, and also hosted the signature 

show, 'World View with Suhasini Haidar'. Over the course of her 

seventeen year career, she has covered the most challenging stories and 

conflicts from the most diverse regions including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 

Libya, Lebanon and Syria. In India, she has covered the external affairs 

beat for over a decade and her domestic assignments include in-depth 

reportage from Kashmir. In 2011 she won the Indian Television Academy-GR8! Award for 

'Global news coverage' and the Exchange4Media 'Enba' award for best spot news reporting from 

Libya. In 2010, she received the News Television NT 'Best TV News Presenter' Award. Ms. 

Haidar is the only journalist to have interviewed Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and 

his family, a show that won the prestigious Indian Television Academy award as 'Best Chat 

show' for the year. 

 

Syed Ata HASNAIN is widely known for his tenure as General Officer 

Commanding of the Srinagar based 15 Corps from 2010-12 where he 

brought a balance in the approach to conflict resolution by using hard and 

soft power to stabilize the environment. One of India’s most decorated 

soldiers, Lt. Gen. Hasnain, uses his wealth of experience in handling 

turbulent situations, through commentaries, discussions and talks in the 

electronic and print media. He is a Senior Fellow with the Delhi Policy 

Group and Visiting Fellow with Vivekanand International Foundation 

and is often consulted by other think tanks such as Surya Foundation and 

India Foundation. His expertise extends to Jammu & Kashmir, Pakistan, China, West Asia and 

problems connected with Radical Islam. 
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Ishrat HUSAIN is presently Dean and Director of the Institute of 

Business Administration in Karachi, Pakistan. He was the Governor of 

the State Bank of Pakistan from December 1999 to May 2006. During 

this time Dr. Husain implemented a major programme of restructuring 

the Central Bank in Pakistan and steered the reforms of the banking 

sector. In 2005, The Banker magazine of London declared him as the 

Central Bank Governor of the year for Asia, and he received the Asian 

Banker Lifetime achievement award in 2006. 

 

Dr. Husain was appointed the Chairman, National Commission for Government Reforms in 

May, 2006 with the status of Federal Minister and held that position for two years reporting 

directly to the President and Prime Minister of Pakistan. During his distinguished career he has 

also held various senior positions at the World Bank. He is currently also a member of the 

Middle East Advisory Group of the IMF, the Regional Advisory Group of the UNDP and 

Chairman, World Economic Forum Global Advisory Council on Pakistan. 

 

Dr. Husain maintains an active scholarly interest in development issues. He has authored twelve 

books and monographs, and contributed more than two dozen articles in refereed journals. His 

book “Pakistan: The Economy of the Elitist State” published by Oxford University Press in 1999 

has been widely read in Pakistan and outside.  

 

Dr. Husain obtained a Master’s degree in Development Economics from Williams College and a 

Doctorate in Economics from Boston University in 1978. He is a graduate of the Executive 

Development programme jointly sponsored by Harvard, Stanford and INSEAD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syed Turab HUSSAIN is an Associate Professor and Chair of the 

Economics Department at the Lahore University of Management Sciences 

(LUMS). He has taught a variety of courses in the undergraduate and 

graduate program in Economics at both LUMS and the University of Essex. 

His area of specialization and publication is in migration theory, regional 

trade, industrial organization and industrial policy. Dr. Hussain has also 

worked on various government policy issues and projects such as trade with 

India, regional growth strategies, industrial policy of Pakistan, dispute 

settlement under WTO and services trade negotiation strategy under WTO.  

 

He did his Masters and PhD from the University of Essex in 2003. 
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Parvez IFTIKHAR is presently working as a consultant on ICT Policy and 

Regulation, in various developing countries of Asia and Africa, mainly via 

ITU, World Bank, USAID and ADB. 

  

Till the end of 2011, Parvez was the CEO of Universal Service Fund (USF) 

Pakistan. He joined the newly formed USF Pakistan in mid-2007 as its first 

employee. Before joining USF, he was the country-head of Siemens 

Telecom in Pakistan for seven years. He has been on sabbaticals to Oxford 

University in the UK and Carnegie Mellon University in the USA, and has been extensively 

trained by Siemens, mainly in Germany. 

  

Mr. Iftikhar is now in the process of creating an ICT Think Tank in Pakistan, which will work as 

a not-for-profit entity, advising the government, the regulator, the media and the society at large, 

on various ICT related matters. 

 

 

 

 
                                                  

         

 

 

Rajat KATHURIA is Director and Chief Executive, ICRIER, New Delhi. 

He has over twenty years experience in teaching and fifteen years 

experience in economic policy, besides research interests on a range of 

issues relating to regulation and competition policy. He has taught 

undergraduate economics at the University of Maryland and is currently on 

leave from the International Management Institute (IMI), New Delhi where 

he teaches Managerial Economics and International Trade. He has worked 

with the World Bank, Washington DC as a Consultant and carried out 

project assignments for a number of international organizations, including 

ILO, UNCTAD, LirneAsia, World Bank and ADB. He has published in international and 

national journals, besides in popular magazines and newspapers. He is founder member of 

Broadband Society for Universal Access and served on the Board of Delhi Management 

Association. He currently is an independent director on the Microfinance Institutions Network 

(MFIN) and on several government committees. He is also on the research advisory council of 

SBI. 

  

Dr. Kathuria has an undergraduate degree in Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters 

from Delhi School of Economics and a PhD degree from the University of Maryland, College 

Park. 
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Sanjay KATHURIA is Lead Economist in the World Bank’s South Asia 

Regional Cooperation and Integration Unit, based in Washington, D.C.  

Until August 2012, he was the Bank’s Lead Economist for Bangladesh, 

based in Dhaka.  In the 21 years at the World Bank, he has worked in South 

Asia, as well as the Latin American and East European regions.  Prior to 

joining the World Bank, he was a Fellow at the Indian Council for 

Research on International Economic Relations in New Delhi. His research 

interests include issues relating to economic growth, international trade and 

trade policy, competitiveness, technology development, fiscal policy, and 

financial sector development.  He has published several books and 

academic as well as popular articles on these topics.  

 

He graduated from St. Stephen’s College, did his Master’s at the Delhi School of Economics, 

and received his doctorate from Oxford University. 

 

 

 

Sikandar Mustafa KHAN is Chairman, Millat Group, Pakistan.  He 

has attended several management courses locally and abroad, including 

advanced Management Program at International Management Institute, 

Geneva, Switzerland and Leadership Development Program at Center 

for Creative Leadership (Colorada Springs), U.S.A. He is also the 

chairman of Pakistan Business Council. 

 

He has varied experience in the automotive industry and has been 

associated with it since 1972. He was the Vice President of Lahore 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry for the period October 1997 to 

September 1998. 

 

Mr. Khan has been associated with the foundry industry from the very beginning of his career. 

He developed his commitment to this industry as incharge of foundry at Naya Daur Motors 

during early seventies. He has been a Director on the Board of the largest Automotive Foundry 

of the country i.e. Bolan Castings Limited for more than two decades and is currently the 

Chairman of this company as well as the President of Pakistan Foundry Association. 

 

Mr. Khan is the Honorary Secretary of the Pakistan Chapter and Member of the Institution, of 

Mechanical Engineers London. He was the founding Chairman, Technical Education and 

Vocational Training Authority (TEVTA), and the Chairman of Punjab Vocational Training 

Council (PVTC) of the Government of Punjab. He was also the elected Member Executive 

committee and Vice President, Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry for the period April 

1995 to September 1997 and October 1997 to September 1998 respectively. 

 

He has specialization in Production Engineering/Technology with a Masters’ Degree from 

Imperial College of Science and Technology, London and another from the University of New 

Castle upon Tyne, U.K. 
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Nagesh KUMAR is Head, United Nations ESCAP South and South-

West Asia Office, New Delhi. Previously, he was Director, 

Macroeconomic Policy and Development Division and Chief Economist 

of UNESCAP based at its headquarters in Bangkok. Before joining 

ESCAP in 2009, Dr. Kumar was Director-General of the Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi based 

public funded policy think-tank of the Government of India during 2002-

09. He has also served on the faculty of the UN University-Institute for 

New Technologies in Maastricht, the Netherlands (1993-1998) 

 

Dr Kumar has served on the boards of the Export-Import Bank of India, the International Centre 

for Trade & Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Geneva; the South Asia Centre for Policy 

Studies (SACEPS), Kathmandu, among other institutions. He has served as consultant to the 

World Bank, ADB, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UN-DESA and the Commonwealth Secretariat, among 

others. He has chaired regional track-II study groups on trade in services in South Asia and on 

infrastructure development in East Asia. 

  

Dr Kumar is recipient of the Exim Bank of India's first International Trade Research Award 

(1989) and the Global Development Network’s Research Medal (2000). Dr. Kumar has 

conducted extensive research on aspects of development economics especially its international 

dimensions, resulting in the publication of 15 books and over 90 peer-reviewed papers.  

He has a PhD degree from the Delhi School of Economics. 
 
 
 
 
 

Rakesh KUMAR, Director (Power Systems) brings with him a rich and 

diverse experience of 30 years, primarily in the power sector. 

 

Mr. Kumar has extensive work experience both in the public & private 

sectors in reputed companies like NHPC, POWERGRID and PTC India 

across broad spectrum of planning & monitoring, operations, marketing & 

business development, techno- commercial and regulatory matters. He 

played a key role in the development of a vibrant power market in India 

more particularly in the growth of PTC India Ltd., the largest electricity trading company in the 

country and cross-border trade in electricity with Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

 

He was appointed by ADB as National Consultant – India for “SAARC Regional Trade Study 

Report, March 2010” and has been on the peer review team of IEA for World Energy Outlook 

2011 and 2012. He was also a member of National Task Force constituted by Ministry of Power 

on Power Exchange, Programme Coordinator for “Indo Norwegian Programme for Institutional 

Cooperation” (INPIC) and a member of CII National Committee on Power and FICCI Power 

Committee. 

 

He received B.Sc. Engineering in Electrical from B.I.T. Sindri, Ranchi University and a Post-

Graduate Diploma in Management from Xavier Institute of Management, Bhubaneswar. 
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Mahendra P. LAMA, is a Professor of South Asian Economies at 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He was the Pro Vice 

Chancellor of Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), 

New Delhi. He is the Founding Vice Chancellor of Central 

University of Sikkim and former Member of the prestigious National 

Security Advisory Board of Government of India. Additionally, he 

was nominated by the Government of India as a member of the Steering Committee of the 

coveted South Asian Forum set up by the Heads of the States and Governments in the 16th 

SAARC Summit in Thimphu in 2010. 

  

He has also served as the Chief Economic Adviser of the Government of Sikkim for seven years 

(2000-2007). Central to his intellectual pursuits is development and cooperation in South and 

South East Asia. Apart from teaching economic cooperation and integration in South Asia and 

India’s Foreign Economic Policy, he does extensive research with distinct policy slants. He was 

nominated by the Government of India to the Independent Expert Group set up by the South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) in 1997. 

  

Besides authoring and editing 22 books, he has worked extensively on issues of human security, 

migration, refugees, trade, investment and energy cooperation in South Asia and issues of hills 

and mountains. He has worked closely with the top regional institutions in South Asia.  His most 

recent work is a book entitled "Human Security in India: Discourse, Practices and Policy 

Implications" (UPL, Dhaka, 2010). 

  

He was Nehru-Fulbright Education Administrator’s Fellow in USA; India-China Fellow at the 

New School University in USA; Visitor to the European Union, Brussels; Ford Foundation 

Fellow at Notre Dame University in the USA; Asia Leadership Fellow in Japan; Visiting 

Professor in Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo. He also headed the Indian delegation of the Vice 

Chancellors to UK and China. He is acknowledged as the architect of the reopening of the 

historic Nathu la trade route between Sikkim in India and Tibet Autonomous Region in China 

which was reopened after 44 years in 2006. 

 

 

Zubair Ahmed MALIK has been a leading businessman for more than 40 

years and his association with the business community and business 

chambers of Pakistan has existed since before the inception of the 

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI). 

  

He served as the Senior Vice President (SVP) of the Federation of Pakistan 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) from 2005-2006. He was 

also the President of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(ICCI) during 2003-2004, as well as the SVP of the ICCI during 1996-

1997. Mr. Malik has played a crucial advisory role at several government and private sector 

organizations. He is on the advisory board of several such organizations including Prime 

Minister’s Business Persons Council, National Business Education Accreditation Council 

(NBEAC) among others. 

  

He graduated from the prestigious Forman Christian College, Lahore and then went   to the 

United Kingdom to complete his professional degree as an Aeronautical Engineer. 
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Rajan S. MATHEWS presently serves as the Director General of the 

Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI). Prior to joining COAI as 

DG in April 2010, he served in many senior executive positions such as 

CEO, COO and CFO of such major companies as Telargo (a JV of NTT 

DoCoMo), Afghan Wireless, Call Sciences, AT&T Wireless, Birla-AT&T 

(now IDEA), and as a senior financial executive at Beatrice International, 

Columbia-Tri Star Pictures, and Pricewaterhouse Coopers.  

Mr. Rajan specializes in international operations and start-up ventures, 

turn-arounds, mergers & acquisitions and venture financing. He has assisted in raising over $1.5 

billion of financing for companies through public and private offerings of equity, debt and 

private placements. He has managed companies in such diverse places as the USA, Afghanistan, 

India, UK, France, Germany, Belgium Taiwan and Hong Kong. Mr. Rajan has served and 

continues to serve on the boards of several for-profit and non-profit organizations.   

He earned both his Master of Business Administration (Finance & Accounting) and Master of 

Arts (Economics) degrees from Rutgers University (USA) and he is a CPA from the State of 

New Jersey, USA. 

 
 

Arvind MEHTA is Joint Secretary in the Department of Commerce, 

South Asia Division, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of 

India. He joined the Indian Administrative Service in 1984 and was 

allotted the cadre of Himachal Pradesh. 

   

He leads the Indian delegation for negotiations under SAFTA / SATIS.  

He is also the lead coordinator for all bilateral trade dialogues with 

SAARC countries, including Pakistan and Bangladesh.  His 

responsibilities also include bilateral trade issues with Iran. As a part of 

his present tenure, Mr. Mehta has also served as Chairman and Managing 

Director of ECGC, for almost a year now. 

 

In Government of India, Mr. Mehta has served as Joint Secretary (Disinvestment) in the 

Ministry of Finance.  In the State Government, he has served mainly in the Planning and 

Finance Departments.  His last assignment was as Principal Secretary of the Finance and 

Planning Department.  He has been a key player in the formulation of ten budgets of the 

Government of Himachal Pradesh.  As the Finance Secretary and C.E.O. of the H.P. 

Infrastructure Development Board, he has been associated with all major Hydropower projects 

of Himachal Pradesh, including Public Private Partnership evolved for private sector investment 

in Hydropower projects.  A sanction of ADB loan of $ 800 million for hydropower project, in 

Himachal Pradesh was also obtained in 2008, under his initiative.  As Finance Secretary of 

Himachal Pradesh, he steered all banks in Himachal Pradesh to achieve 100% financial inclusion 

by August, 2007.  This was validated by the Reserve Bank of India and Himachal Pradesh 

remains the first and only state with this distinction. 

 

Mr. Mehta has done Economics (Hons.) from St. Stephens College, Delhi University (1979-82) 

and Masters in Economics from Delhi School of Economics (1982-84).   
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Pradeep S. MEHTA is the founder Secretary General of the Jaipur-based 

Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS International), a leading 

economic policy research, advocacy and networking, non-governmental 

group in India, with offices in Nairobi, Lusaka, Hanoi, Accra and Geneva. 

CUTS was established in 1983 and has completed 30 years. 

  

In April 2012, Mehta was nominated to the high level stakeholders’ panel 

of WTO on “Defining the Future of Trade”. He serves on several policy-

making bodies of the Government of India and Inter Governmental Organizations related to 

trade, investment, competition, environment and consumer affairs. 

 

A prolific writer, gifted speaker, skilled trainer and organizer in the social science field, Mr. 

Mehta has been named as one of the 30 most famous columnists in India by a leading newspaper 

in India. He has published/edited several books and papers on trade, investment, competition 

and development.  

 

 

 
 

Manab MAJUMDAR is Assistant Secretary General of FICCI. He also 

serves as Head of the WTO, FTA & Trade Facilitation, and Transport 

Infrastructure Divisions of the Federation.  

 

He has been closely involved in the negotiation and industry consultation 

processes for a number of FTAs involving India. He participated in several 

WTO Ministerial Conferences and was a member of the Indian official 

delegation to the Hong Kong Ministerial. 

  

Mr. Majumdar attended an Advanced Trade Training Course organized by DFID and another 

training programme under the Swiss Government Fellowship. He was invited by the Japanese 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to present a paper in the Symposium on ‘Movement of Natural 

Persons’, and also by the Ministry of Commerce, Government of Thailand to speak on 

‘Implications of the India-Thailand FTA’. He participated in the High-Level Meeting on Trade 

Capacity Building and Competition Policy in Lusaka at the invitation of UNCTAD and Ministry 

of Commerce & Industry, Government of India. 

  

He has represented the Indian private sector in a large number of national & international 

conferences and three “High-Level Policy Dialogues on WTO Issues” organized by WTO, UN-

ESCAP, Asian Development Bank and International Trade Centre (ITC), Geneva. He also 

serves as member of various Expert Committees and Working Groups. 

 

An alumnus of Presidency College (Calcutta) and Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi), he 

has earlier worked extensively on promotion of India’s trade relations and investment 

cooperation with South-East and North-East Asian countries.  
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Akshay MATHUR is the Head of Research and Geoeconomics Fellow at 

Gateway House, Mumbai. Earlier, he worked with Fidelity Investments in 

Boston for over  seven years as a Principal Architect in the Strategy and 

Architecture group of the Institutional and Retail Brokerage division 

where he was an expert in Research and Strategy Formulation. He is the 

co-founder of an NGO called Aasra and a social enterprise called Khushi 

Farms – both based in Rajasthan.  

  

He has an MBA (Honours)   from Boston University with concentration in 

Finance and Business Analysis and research focused on Global Business and Global Macro 

Economics. He has a B.S. in Computer Science (Cum Laude) from University of Massachusetts 

at Amherst where his research focused on the application of Artificial Intelligence to 

Combinatorial Mathematics. He is an alumnus of Mayo College, Ajmer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chandan MITRA, second term Member of Parliament, is Editor and 

Managing Director of The Pioneer. He is a well-known journalist with 

wide-ranging experience in both the print and television media spanning 

more than 25 years. Dr. Mitra has served in senior editorial positions of 

leading national publications such as The Statesman, The Sunday 

Observer, The Times of India and Hindustan Times. He appears 

frequently on major national news channels as a political commentator. 

The Pioneer Group, of which he is the Chairman, publishes Rail Bandhu, 

on-board magazine of Indian Railways, the world’s largest railway 

network and Exotica, a lifestyle magazine for top hotel chains.  

 

An alumnus of La Martinere Kolkata, St. Stephen’s College Delhi and Oxford University, he has 

authored several books including “Corrupt Society”. He was first nominated to the Rajya Sabha 

by the President of India in 2003 and for his second term, was elected to the same House from 

Madhya Pradesh as a BJP nominee in June 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speaker Profiles 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
3rd Annual Conference on "Enhancing India-Pakistan Trade"  

February 2-3, 2015, Longchamp Hall, Taj Mansingh Hotel, New Delhi 
20 

 

Rakesh Bharti MITTAL is the Vice-Chairman of Bharti Enterprises, one 

of India’s leading business groups with interests in telecom, agri business, 

financial services, retail, realty, and communication & media devices. He 

also serves as the Chairman of Bharti AXA Life Insurance, Bharti AXA 

General Insurance and FieldFresh Foods.  He is on the Boards of Bharti 

Infratel, Bharti Realty and Indus Towers. 

 

Additionally, he is a member of the National Council of the Confederation 

of Indian Industry (CII) since 1999 and is currently the Chairman of CII 

CSR Council.  Mr. Mittal  is also a member of India – Canada CEOs 

Forum, Member, Founders Circle, Brookings India and Member, India - Pakistan Joint Business 

Forum (IPJBF) to strengthen and promote economic relations. He is currently on the Governing 

Body of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and is also as a member of the 

National Food Processing Development Council (NFPDC), MoFPI, Government of India. He is 

also a member of the Punjab Investment Advisory Council (PIAC). 

 

Mr. Mittal was the Chairman of CII National Council on Agriculture (2009 – 2013) and has also 

served as the Chairman of several National Committees of CII. He served as the Chairman of its 

Northern Regional Council during 2004-05. In the past, he served as a member of Agricultural 

and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), Committee for 

Encouraging Investments in Supply Chain, the Working Group on Agricultural Marketing 

Infrastructure, under the Planning Commission and also the Assam Investment Advisory Board 

(AIAB). 

  

A passionate advocate of right to good education, he serves on Boards of several educational 

institutions. He is on the Board of Indian School of Business (ISB) and is the Chairman of the 

Advisory Council of the Bharti Institute of Public Policy at ISB, Mohali. He is a member of the 

Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India 

and also a member of the ‘Round Table on School Education’ for Ministry of Human Resources 

Development, Government of India. He is also a Member of the Governing Board of Dayanand 

Medical College. Rakesh is the Co-Chairman of the Advisory Board of Bharti School of 

Telecommunication Technology & Management. He is the Chairman of the Governing Council 

of Sat Paul Mittal School.   

 

In the past he has served on the Advisory Council of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) - 

Delhi, and been a member of the Board of Governors of Thapar University, Punjab and the 

Punjab Education Development Board. He was also a Member of the Governing Board of the 

Institute of Integrated Learning in Management (IILM) and also served as a member of the 

International Advisory Council of Southern Methodist University (SMU), Dallas, USA and the 

Executive Council of YMCA University of Science and Technology. 

 

Mr. Mittal has been awarded the Honorary Doctor of Civil Law Degree by Newcastle 

University, UK. He is a recipient of several awards including the ‘LMA – Hari Chand Award’ 

for Corporate Citizen of the Year 2013’, ‘Institute of Engineers - Engineering Excellence Award 

2004’, and ‘LMA - Entrepreneur of the year Award 1992’. He also serves as Honorary Consul 

for Republic of Sierra Leone in India.   
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I. N. MUKHERJI is former Chairman, South Asian Studies Centre & 

Dean, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 

Delhi. Professor Mukherji is currently engaged in a UNESCAP project on: 

Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement: Opportunities for Bhutan, Nepal and 

Myanmar.  

After retiring from Jawaharlal Nehru University in 2008, he was affiliated 

with Research and Information System for Developing Countries as 

Senior Consultant till 2013. He is Regional Editor (India) of South Asia 

Economic Journal.  He is in the Governing Body of the Centre for International Relations and 

Community Well Being, Gurgaon. 

 

 Professor Mukherji has completed 24 research projects sponsored by Committee on Studies for 

Cooperation in South Asia (CSCD), World Bank, UNESCAP, International Development 

Research Centre (IDRC), Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Asian Development Bank 

(ADB), Indian Council for Social Science Research (ICSSR), South Asia Network of Research 

Institutes (SANEI) among others. His core interest relates to trade and development issues 

pertaining to South Asia. He has participated widely in national and international conferences 

and contributed more than 100 papers, some of them in peer- reviewed national and international 

journals.  

 

Two of his recent publications are Deepening Economic Cooperation between India and Sri 

Lanka, with Kavita Iyenger (Asian Development Bank, Manila, 2013) and Agricultural Trade 

Liberalisation for Food Security in South Asia (ESCAP SSWA). 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunil Kant MUNJAL is the Joint Managing Director of Hero MotoCorp 

Ltd., and Chairman of Hero Corporate Service Ltd. He is responsible for 

developing growth strategies and new business plans for the Group. He 

also anchors and drives not-for-profit initiatives in higher education and 

healthcare. He is the Chancellor of BML Munjal University, a Hero Group 

education initiative. 

 

Mr. Munjal also serves as the Vice President of the All India Management 

Association. He has been the president of Confederation of Indian Industry 

(CII) in the past, and has been a member of Prime Minister’s Council on Trade & Industry. He is 

on the Advisory Board of Coca Cola and on the President’s Council at the University of Tokyo. 

He is also a member of the boards of ISB Hyderabad and Mohali and IIT, Ropar. In addition to 

this, he chairs the Board at Punjab Technical University.   

 

He has studied at the Doon School. He has trained to be an engineer, and is a commerce 

graduate. 

 

 



Speaker Profiles 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
3rd Annual Conference on "Enhancing India-Pakistan Trade"  

February 2-3, 2015, Longchamp Hall, Taj Mansingh Hotel, New Delhi 
22 

 

Ijaz NABI is Country Director, International Growth Centre, Pakistan. 

He has also been on the Faculty of Economics at Lahore University of 

Management Sciences (LUMS) and a member of the Prime Minister’s 

Economic Advisory Council, Pakistan. He is also a member of the Chief 

Minister of Punjab’s Advisory Council. Since 2009, he has served as 

Country Director, Pakistan Program, International Growth Center, a 

policy research consortium of London School of Economics and Oxford 

University.  He was Dean, School of Humanities, Social Sciences and 

Law at LUMS (2008-2011) and a member of the Monetary Policy 

Committee of the State Bank of Pakistan (2009-2011).  

 Dr. Nabi returned to Pakistan in 2008 after 22 years at the World Bank in Washington where he 

worked on Mexico, Korea, Thailand (leading the World Bank team during the East Asian 

financial crisis), Malaysia, Korea, Laos and Myanmar.  In 2002-2008, he was Manager, 

Economic Policy, for South Asia region at the World Bank. 

 Dr Nabi has published extensively on economic growth, investment and finance, 

industrialization, international trade, agriculture and labor markets in developing countries.         

 

 

Nitya NANDA is a Fellow with the Centre for Global Agreements, 

Legislation and Trade at The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), 

New Delhi and an adjunct faculty with Teri University, New Delhi. Nitya 

has about fifteen years of experience in research, consulting and teaching 

on international trade, investment, energy, environment, regulation and 

development issues. He has also worked on regional integration and 

cooperation issues particularly in the context of South Asia. Among other 

important assignments, he was the lead researcher of some major projects 

spanning different countries in Asia and Africa. Prior to his engagement 

with TERI, he worked with CUTS International, Jaipur; National Council 

of Applied Economic Research, New Delhi; and Council for Social Development, New Delhi. 

  

An economist by training, his current areas of interest are: international trade, energy, climate 

change, resources and regulatory issues including the relevant legal and political economy 

dimensions. He has published number of articles/papers on these issues in professional/peer-

reviewed journals and edited volumes. He has authored/edited several reports and a few 

books/monographs.  His most important work is titled, “Expanding Frontiers of Global Trade 

Rules: The Political Economy Dynamics of the International Trading System”, published by 

Routledge, London in 2008. Apart from several research projects, he also worked on consulting 

assignments of organisations like United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), World Health Organisation (WHO) 

and the European Commission (EC). He has also been providing inputs for policy making to 

different government ministries and agencies of India. 

 

He has been educated at the University of Calcutta and Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
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Manoj PANT is Professor at the Centre for International Trade and 

Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi since 1985. Prior to 

that, he was teaching Economics in Delhi University. He has also been a 

guest lecturer in business schools of Indian Institute of Management, 

Lucknow and the Indian institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Delhi and a 

visiting scholar at the Department of Economics, Columbia Univeristy, 

Massachussets, USA.  

 

He has about 45 publications in international referred journals and three 

books. Apart from his academic pursuits, Prof. Pant has spoken extensively at various public 

fora of organizations like  UNCTAD, OXFAM and other non-governmental organizations on 

issues relating to trade negotiations, investment and competition policy. He was expert member 

of the Ministry of Commerce, Government of India group on Environmental issues in the WTO, 

of the consultative group on trade issues of the Planning Commission, a member of the technical 

committee of the Ministry of Human Resource Development for WTO and Trade in Educational 

Services and Chairman of the Project Review Committee, Department of Scientific and 

Industrial research, Govt. of India. He was a columnist for India’s leading financial daily,  The 

Economic Times and also writes in the Financial Express and Mint business papers. His fields of 

interest are International Trade Theory, Foreign Investment, Competition Policy and the WTO. 

 

Dr. Pant is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University. He completed his MA from 

the Delhi School of Economics in 1975 and his Ph.D from the Southern Methodist Unversity, 

Dallas, Texas,USA in 1982. 

 

 

 
 
 

Selim RAIHAN is Professor of Economics, Dhaka University, and 

Executive Director of the South Asian Network on Economic Modeling 

(SANEM). He is a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Manchester, 

UK and is also the editor of the monthly digest Thinking Aloud. Dr. Raihan 

has wide experience in research and publications on empirical issues related 

to trade, poverty, labor market, economic growth, and political economy 

analysis of growth and institutions. He has a long experience in teaching 

international trade, economic modeling, quantitative economics, 

econometrics, development economics and poverty dynamics at the Dhaka 

University. Dr. Raihan has worked for several national and international organizations including 

the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, UNDP, UNESCAP, UNCTAD, IFPRI, the 

Commonwealth Secretariat, FAO, European Commission, ILO, IDRC, DFID, etc. He has 

authored numerous books, book chapters and journal articles.  

 

He holds a PhD from the University of Manchester, UK. 
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Pardeep SEHGAL is the Partner/Director of Sinochem Impex, Chempex 

International, Noble Translink Private Limited and Krishna Yarn House. 

He has been involved in the import and export of several items including 

chemicals, cement, food additives, pharma products, agro products, raw 

jute yarns among others. 

  

He serves as the Joint Chairman of JBC Task Force on trade facilitation 

and as the Vice President of Indian Importers Association. He is also a life 

member of the SAARC Chambers of Commerce and Industry as well as of 

PHD Chambers of Commerce. 

  

Mr. Sehgal holds a bachelor’s degree in Commerce and is a qualified Chartered Financial 

Analyst. 

 

 

 

 

 

Atindra SEN began his career as a banker and has worked as officer in 

Bank of India and State Bank of India.  In 1978, he joined the Indian 

Administrative Service and served in various administrative positions in the 

state of Madhya Pradesh and in the Government of India. He took 

voluntary retirement from the IAS in 2008 when he was a Visiting 

Professor of Economics in Miami University, Oxford, USA. In 2009, he 

joined the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and Industry as its first Director 

General. In January 2013, he resigned from the Chamber and moved to his 

current role as a corporate advisor. Dr Sen’s areas of interest include 

applied microeconomics, economic development and poverty studies, and 

public policy. In addition, he is interested in issues of elementary education and civil service 

reforms. He was also a SPURS Fellow in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1993.  

He undertakes volunteer work in primary education for Vikramshila Education Resources 

Society, a NGO based in Kolkata which is active in the fields of primary education and teacher 

training.  

Dr. Sen was educated at St Stephen’s College, Delhi and the Delhi School of Economics, from 

where he obtained a Master’s degree in Economics. He earned a second Master’s degree as well 

as a PhD in Economics from Boston University.  
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Najam SETHI is Pakistan’s most decorated journalist, with three 

international press freedom awards, including the Golden Pen for Freedom 

from the World Association of Newspapers in 2009.  He is also a recipient 

of ‘Hilal-i- Imtiaz’, the highest civil award in Pakistan. 

 

He remains the founder-chief editor of The Friday Times. Along with 

Salmaan Taseer, he founded the Daily Times in 2002 and Daily Aajkal in 

2008 and served as their Editor until 2009.  He also serves as the chairman 

of the Pakistan Publishers and Booksellers  Association. Currently, his TV 

program Aapas Ki Baat is the top rated political talk-show of the country. He has served as Punjab 

Chief Minister and Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board. He is set to become the President of the 

International Cricket Council (ICC) this year.  

 

Mr. Sethi is a graduate of Government College Lahore and Cambridge University UK. In 2011 he 

was elected Alumnus of the Year and Fellow of Clare College Cambridge.  

 

 

 
Salman SHAH is the founder and CEO of Bridge Asia Financial Services, 

founded in 2009, with the primary aim to establish a world class financial 

advisory firm in Pakistan and the South Asian region. Dr. Shah was earlier 

federal minister of Revenue, Economic Affairs and Statistics and adviser to 

the Prime Minister of Pakistan from 2004-08. He was leader of the Pakistan 

economic team during a period marked by extensive economic reforms, 

liberalization and deregulation of the economy, development of the private 

sector, high GDP growth, and rapid privatization of major entities in telecom, 

banking and power sectors.  During this period there was wide spread 

infrastructure development, large FDI flows into Pakistan and successful 

return of Pakistan to the international capital markets (both equity and debt). 

 

A financial professional, Dr. Shah, has wide ranging experience in government, academia and the 

private sector with extensive knowledge of the dynamics of global, regional and national economic 

and business environment.  During his distinguished career he has accumulated diversified 

experience of policy analysis, formulation, implementation and monitoring of complex strategies 

and initiatives at the country, ministry and enterprise levels. He has provided strategic advice to 

corporates, financial institutions and governments, on various projects involving power, energy, 

textiles, engineering, and agricultural sectors, development of management financial control 

systems, financial forecasting, financial modeling and valuation, economic and capital market 

studies, management training programs for firms. 

 

He is also Chairman, Dairy and Rural Development foundation, Pakistan. He is a well known Senior 

Public Financial Management Adviser. He has advised crisis-affected countries in central and west 

Asian region including Tajikistan, Armenia and Georgia on public expenditure programs run by the 

Asian Development Bank to mitigate the impact of the global financial crisis.  

 

Dr. Shah has extensive teaching experience and was Associate Dean and Professor of Finance at the 

Lahore University of Management Sciences. He has also taught at Rotmans School, University of 

Toronto and the Michigan Business School.  

 

He holds a PhD in Finance from the Kelley School of Business, US. 
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Ajai SHUKLA works as the Consulting Editor (Strategic Affairs) with 

Business Standard newspaper. He specializes in strategic and international 

affairs, diplomacy and defence, and the global defence economy. He also 

hosts a strategic affairs blog, Broadsword.  Over the last 7 years, he has 

contributed more than 1,000 op-ed pieces and news reports to Business 

Standard and to international defence journals. 

 Earlier, he was a news anchor and war correspondent with New Delhi 

Television (NDTV) and Doordarshan News. He has reported extensively 

from conflict zones like Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Kuwait, and 

from India’s insurgency-ridden north-eastern states and Jammu & Kashmir. Before taking up 

journalism, he was an officer in the Indian Army for over two decades, eventually taking 

premature retirement as a colonel after commanding an armoured regiment. Between 1979-

2001, he served in a variety of border states --- Jammu & Kashmir, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan. He was selected to spend a year with the UN 

Peacekeeping Mission in Mozambique. 

 Currently he is working on two books. The first, to be published by Penguin, evaluates the 

battle-worthiness of India’s military forces. The second book examines the geo-political history 

of the Sino-Indian border in Arunachal Pradesh.  

Mr. Shuklas graduated from Jawaharlal Nehru University, and obtained a post-graduate degree 

from the Department of War Studies, King’s College, London. 

 

 

 

 

V. SRIDHAR is a Professor at the Centre for IT and Public Policy at the 

International Institute of Information Technology Bangalore, India.  He has 

published many articles in peer-reviewed leading telecom and information 

systems journals. His book titled The Telecom Revolution in India: 

Technology, Regulation and Policy was published by the Oxford University 

Press in 2012. He has co-authored a book recently, titled The Dynamics of 

Spectrum Management: Legacy, Technology, and Economics published by 

the Oxford University Press in 2014. Dr. Sridhar has taught at many 

institutes in the USA, New Zealand and India. He was also a visiting scholar 

at Aalto University, Finland and was the recipient of Nokia Visiting Fellowship. Prior to joining 

IIT-B, Dr. Sridhar was a Research Fellow at Sasken Communication Technologies. He has been 

a member of Government of India committees on Telecom and IT. He has written more than 200 

articles in prominent business newspapers and magazines relating to telecom regulation and 

policy in India. 

  

Professor Sridhar has a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa, U.S.A.  He is a member of 

Association for Computing Machinery and Association of Information Systems. 
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Abid Qaiyum SULERI is the Executive Director of Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute, Islamabad, since 2007. Currently, he is also serving as 

member of National Economic Advisory Council; member of Advisory 

Committee of National Planning Commission; and member of the National 

Advisory Committee jointly formed by Government of Pakistan and the 

USAID for Pakistan Strategic Support Program. Dr. Suleri is invited to give 

policy advice on various other policy forums and advisory boards at national, 

regional, and international levels. He has also served as Member of Board of 

Management of Pakistan State Oil (PSO), and chaired PSO Board’s Audit and 

Finance Committee from 2010-2012. He is an Adjunct Professor of Institute of 

Business Management Sciences, University of Agriculture Faisalabad and also serves on Board of 

Studies of various universities. 

  

Prior to joining SDPI, he served as Head of Programs, OXFAM GB Pakistan. He has conducted 

intensive research on “Resilient Livelihoods”, “Food Insecurity”, “Regional Trade”, and “Political 

Economy of Development”. His other research interests include institutional reforms,                   

non-traditional security threats, and energy governance. 

 

He was part of the official delegation of Government of Pakistan to WTO Hong Kong Ministerial 

Conference in 2005. He was also part of official delegation in Rio+20 United Nations Sustainable 

Development Conference in 2012. He represented Pakistani civil society at the Doha and Cancun 

Ministerial Conferences of WTO (2001 and 2003) as well as the World Food Summit (FYL).Dr. 

Suleri imparts trainings and delivers lectures on different aspects of sustainable development to 

parliamentarians, academia, government officials, journalists, and development practitioners. He has 

been published in many national and international journals. He also contributes his policy analysis 

on sustainable development issues in major national and regional papers and is invited as guest 

analyst in electronic media on political economy of sustainable development. 

 

Dr. Suleri completed his PhD in Food Security from the Natural Resources Institute (NRI), 

University of Greenwich, United Kingdom. 

 

 

 

Narendra TANEJA is the National Convener - Energy Cell of the Bharatiya 

Janata Party, India's ruling party. He is India's leading expert, thinker and 

television commentator on energy issues and developments.He has authored 

thousands of articles and commentaries on energy policy, diplomacy, 

geopolitics, security and energy poverty and empowerment. He was part of 

the founding editorial team of Upstream, the international energy newspaper, 

and served as its South Asia Bureau Chief for more than a decade. He has 

authored two books and edited several publications. 

 

Mr. Taneja is a well-known international speaker on energy issues. He is regularly invited to speak 

by universities, think-tanks, conferences, governments and companies from all parts of the world. 

 

He read economics, business, commerce, policy, leadership, diplomacy and international affairs at St 

John's College, Agra in India and at the University of Oslo and the University of Oxford. 
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Nisha TANEJA is Professor at ICRIER and leads the project on 

Strengthening Research and Promoting Multi-level Dialogue for Trade 

Normalization between India and Pakistan.   She is also leading a project 

on sub-regional cooperation between India, Bangladesh and Myanmar.  Her 

research areas of interest include WTO issues, regional trade, industrial 

economics and institutional economics. She has been engaged in several 

research projects sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of 

Textiles, and Ministry of Finance, India as well as the Asian Development 

Bank, UNIDO, the London School of Economics, and the South Asia Network of Economic 

research Institutes (SANEI). Her most recent work is on informal trade in South Asia, informal 

trade, trade facilitation and non-tariff barriers. 

  

Dr. Taneja has served on committees set up by the Government of India on Informal Trade, 

Rules of Origin and Non-tariff Barriers. Her research papers have been published in several 

journals and have been disseminated widely in India and abroad. 

  

She holds a PhD in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad Irfan TARAR is Minister (Trade), High Commission for 

Pakistan, New Delhi. Before coming to New Delhi, he was the Joint 

Secretary in the  Ministry of Commerce, Government of Pakistan in 

Islamabad. Earlier he has been the Minister (Trade) for OIC, Consulate 

General of Pakistan, Jeddah; Director General, Trade Development 

Authority of Pakistan, Regional Office Lahore (Punjab) and Commercial 

Counsellor, Embassy of Pakistan, Commercial Section, Casablanca, 

Morocco. He has also held the posts of Assistant/Deputy Director, Export 

Promotion Bureau, Commercial Secretary and Consulate General of 

Pakistan, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Mr. Tarar has been a Member, Board of Directors of the 

Pakistan Institute of Fashion Design, Lahore, Expo Pakistan Lahore Limited Co. and Child Care 

Foundation of Pakistan. Mr. Tarar has held positions of Assistant Commissioner Income Tax; 

Assistant Controller, Imports and Exports and Assistant Director, Export Promotion Bureau 

during the early years of his Civil services career. He is currently on the Board of Directors of 

Trading Corporation of Pakistan.  

 

Mr. Tarar has done B.Com from Hailey College of Commerce, Punjab University, Lahore and 

MSc in International Relations from Quaid-E-Azam University, Islamabad.    
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Mahesh UPPAL is the Director of ComFirst, a consultancy organization 

based out of New Delhi.  He was part of the research staff at Indian 

Institute of Science, Bangalore, Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh, 

Cambridge University, Cambridge, and Sussex University at Brighton in 

United Kingdom. 

 

Mr. Uppal has 20 years of experience in telecommunications in its roles as 

a major industry and utility as well as a tool to deliver national 

development, productivity, and competitiveness. He has advised several 

international technology companies as well as telecom operators on several emerging regulatory 

issues such as spectrum, competition, industry structure. He has frequently augmented the work 

of other consultancy teams and investment advisors in several projects. 

He has consulted for several international development agencies including the World Bank, 

International Telecommunication Union, United Nations Development Programme, Canadian 

International Development Agency, and International Development Research Centre. He also 

advised several governments on telecom policy and regulatory issues. He has worked with 

several civil society organizations in India to build capacity in dealing with consumer issues in a 

market driven telecom environment. 

 

He was actively involved in the formative years of regulation and competition in India’s telecom 

sector. He contributed extensively to the process in creating the Telecom Regulatory Authority 

of India (TRAI), India’s first market regulator. 

 

Through frequent articles in newspapers and magazines, interviews, and comments in print, 

radio and television, Mr. Uppal has contributed to major industry issues, debates and dialogues. 

He was recently adviser to two new reports on India’s wireless sector and on broadband and 

internet in India. 

He was educated at St Stephens College, Delhi, Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, and 

City University, London. 
 

 

 

T. S. VISHWANATH is the Principal Adviser with ASL (APJ-SLG Law 

Offices), New Delhi since 2009. He works closely with the government and 

industry on the impact of global economic and trade policies. At ASL, he 

works with different departments of the Indian government on issues related 

to bilateral, regional and multilateral trade and investment agreements. He 

also works with industries across sectors to provide strategic inputs on issues 

of competitiveness including global economic, trade and regulatory policies. 

 

He  has also worked on bilateral, multilateral and trade policy issues as part of the International 

Trade Policy Division in the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), which he joined in 1999.  

As the head of CII’s Trade Policy Division, he was also a part of the Indian government team for 

several WTO and FTA negotiations. Before joining CII, Mr. Vishwanath was an economic 

journalist for over 12 years, covering trade and economic policy issues for some leading Indian 

economic dailies - The Economic Times, Financial Express and the Hindu Business Line.  

 
 



Speaker Profiles 

 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
3rd Annual Conference on "Enhancing India-Pakistan Trade"  

February 2-3, 2015, Longchamp Hall, Taj Mansingh Hotel, New Delhi 
30 

 

S. Akbar ZAIDI is one of Pakistan’s best known and most prolific 

political economists. Apart from his interest in political economy, he also 

has great interest in development, the social sciences more generally, and 

increasingly, in History. He has written over seventy academic articles in 

international journals and as chapters in books, as well as numerous 

books and monographs. His most recent book, Military, Civil Society and 

Democratization in Pakistan (2011), examines the political economy of 

the Musharraf regime. His earlier books include The New Development 

Paradigm: Papers on Institutions, NGOs, Gender and Local Government (1999), and Pakistan’s 

Economic and Social Development: The Domestic, Regional and Global Context (2004). His 

forthcoming book is Issues in Pakistan’s Economy: A Political Economy Perspective to be 

published by Oxford University Press in early 2015. 

  

Prof.  Zaidi has taught at Karachi University and at Johns Hopkins University, and is currently a 

Visiting Professor at Columbia University, New York, where he has a joint position at SIPA (the 

School of International and Public Affairs), and at MESAAS (the Department of Middle 

Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wamiq A. ZUBERI is the Editor of the Daily Business Recorder and the 

CEO of the Recorder Group in Pakistan which includes two TV channels. He 

has been actively involved in the field of journalism since 1972 and currently 

serves as a member of the Standing Committee of Council of Pakistan 

Newspapers Editors (CPNE). He has previously also served as the Secretary 

General of CPNE and of the South Asia Media Commission (SAMC). Apart 

from this, he is a member of the Press Council of Pakistan and a former 

member of the Economic Advisory Committee of the government of Pakistan 

during 2000-2003. 
 


